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By Grace ye are ſaved thrcugb Faith, 


I. LL the Bleflings which Gop hath beſ.owed 

upon Man are of his mere Grace, Bounty or 

Favour: His free, undeierved Favour 3 Fa- 
vcur altogether undeferved ; Man having no Cl. im to 
the leait of his Mercics. It was Free Grace that jor med 
Mun of the Duſt of the Ground, and breathed into him a 
living Soul, and ſtamped on that Soul the Image of 
Gop, and put all Wings under his Feet. The fame 
Free Grace continues to us, at this Day, Life and 
Breath and all Things. For there is nothing we are, or 
have, or do, which can deſerve the leait Thing at Gop's 
Hand. Al our Works thou, O God, haſt evrought in us. 
't tefe, therefore, are ſo many mere Inſtances of Free 
Alercy : And whatever Rightecuineis may be found in 
Nlan, this is alſo the Gift of Gon. 

2. Wherewithal then ſhall a ſnſul Man atone for any 
the leaſt of his Sins? With his own Works? No. Were 
they ever ſo many or holy, they are not his own, but 
Goz's. But indeed they are all Unholy ard Sinful 
themſelves, ſo that every one of them needs a freſh A- 
tonement. Only corrupt Fruit grows on a corrupt Tice. 
And his Heart is altogether corrupt and abominable ; 
being come Hort of rhe Glory of God, the glorious Right- 
tecuſneſs at firſt anpreit on his Soul, after the Image of 
his Great Creator. I herefore, having nothing, neither 
Rigl:teouineis nor Works to plead, his Dcuth is witerly 
ftopt before GOD. 

3. If then Sinful Man find Favour with Gop, it is 
Grace upon Grace (Aas avT1 AN ) It Gop vouch- 
ſafe ſtiil to pour fleſh Bletiings upon us, yea, the Great- 
e of all Bleſſings, Salvation; what can we ſay to theſe 
Things, but Tu be unto GOD for bis Unſpeakable 
6% “ And thus it is, Herein GOD commendeath his 
Lowe 
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through Faith. Grace is the Source, Faith the Condi- 
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careſul Practice of Mb ral Virtue, of Juice, Mercy and 
Truth, toward their Fellow Creatures. A Greece or 
KRzmun War n yea, a Scythian or {ndian, Was With- 
ut Excuſe if he did not b.%.cve thus much, Ihe Being 
and Attributes of Gor, a {ture State of Rewaid- and 
Puniſh: neut, and the oUligatory Nature © Moral Virtue: 
Fo T thi . 15 barely the IN aith 0¹ 4 gh AtN Ei. 

2. Nor, 240%, Is it the l aich of 'a Devil, though this 
ges much farther than that of a Heatnen. For t! 
evil zcl:eves, not only, that there is a Mile ant 
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: [ESUS is the Son of Cop, the CHRIST, the 
SavicuR of the World. So we find him declaring, in 
expreſs Jeims, Luke iv. 34. 1 knw Thee «vhs Thou art, 
the Holy Ore GOD. Nor can we duuvt but that un- 
happy Spirit believes all thoſe Words, which came cut 
of the Mouth of the Holy One; yea, and 9 
elſe was written by thoſe Holy! Men of old ; of two of 
whom he was compell'd to give that 9 glorious Te elumonry, 
Theſe Men are the Servants of the moſt high GOD, who 
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ſbe u unto you the WWuiy of & Salvation. 1 hus much then 
the great Enemy of Gop and Man believes, and 
trembles in believing, That GOD vas made R's 5 2 
the Flo, That he will zrcad all Enemies under his Feet, 
and that all Scripture*wvas given by Inſpiration of GOD. 
Thus far goeth the Faith of a Devil. 

5 Thirdly, The Faith through which we are ſaved 
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in that Senſe of the Word which will hereafter be ex- 
lained, is not barely that which the Apoſtles themſelves 
had while CuR 13 T was yet opon Earth; tho' they fo be- 
lie ved on him then; as to Hv all to ſuliow him. I hey had 
t. 241 owe r to Work Myrac S140 / al all un e of / Sete, 
ana ill manner of DiV aße; 5 yea, the y had then Power and 
Authority ever all Devils. And which is beyond all this, 
they were {ent by their Matter to pre the Kingdom of 
e ater their Petvrn from doing all thei 
nighty Works, their Lord himſelf terms them, A faith. 
[els Generation (Luke 41 K A tells th The 
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CuRIsT;5 CHRIST, and Gop through CurisT, are 
the Proper Object of it Herein tnere!o:e, it is fufti. i- 
ently, abſolutely, diſtinguiſhed from the Faith either of 
Antient or Modern Heathens. - And from the Faith of 
a Devil, it is fully diſtinguiſ. ed by this, It is not barely 
a Speculative, Rational 'I'h»:g, a cold, lifeleſs Aſſent, 
a rain of Ideas in the Head ; but alio a Diſpoſition 
cf the Heart. For thus ſaith the Scripture, Liub tte 
Heart, Man believeth unto K ic breoufneſs mn 17 thou 
foal? con, a evith thy Mouth the Lo d Fe; us, end ſhalt 
believe with thy Heart, tha! GOD hath raiſed bi im from 
the De ad, thou E alt be [eaved, 

5. And herein does it differ from that Faith which the 
Apoſtles themielves had while our Lord was on Earth, 
that it acknowledges the Neceſſity and Merit cf his 
Death, and the Power of his Reſurrection. It acknow- 
| ledges his Death as the ſufficient, the only ſufficient 
Aleans of redeeming Man from Death Eternal; and his 
| Reſurrection as the Reſtoration cf us all to Life and Im- 
mortality: Inaſmuch as he was delivered for our Sins, 
and rafe azain for our Juſtification. Chrittian Faith is 
| then, not only an Aſſent to tae whcle Goſpel of 
Carisr, but alſo a full Reliance on the Blood of 
CnrIsT, a TI'ruſt in the Merits of his Life, Death, and 
Reſurrection ; a Recumbency upon him as our Atone- 
ment and our Life; as given for us, and living in as. 
It is a ſure Confidence which a Mun hath in Gop, that 
through tle Merits of Cayr1sT 27, Sins are forgiven, 
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and he reconciled to the Favour of Gon; and in Con- 
ſequence hereof, a cloſing With him, and cleaving to 
him, as our ihm, Righteouſneſs, Saut fiatian, Re— 
aemption or, in one Word, our Salvation. 

II. What Salvation it is, which is through this Faith, 
is the Second Thing to be conſidered 

I. And fir, Whatſoever e'ſe it imply, it is a Pre- 
ſent Saleation. It is ſomething attainable, yea, actual- 
. a taine d on Earth, by thoſe who are Par:akers cf 
this F 41t1. For thus faich the A poſete to the Belizvers 
at Ef heſas, and in them to the Believers of all Ages, 
not Ye 8 be (though that alſo is true) but ye arg 
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2. Ve are . "a comprize all in one Word) from 
Sin. This is the Salvation which is thrown Fai h. 
This is that great Salvation foretold by the Angel, be- 
fore Gon oro ugnt his firt-begotten into the Werli, 
Thou Galt call bis Name JESU, for he fhatl ſave his 
Pe:þle from their Sins. And neither here, nor in other 
Parts of Holy Wim, is there any Limitation or Re- 
ſtrictio n. All his People, or as it is eliewhere exprett 
all that bel:eve in him, he will fave om ail thei rags ; 
from Original and Actual, Palit an] Pr at Sin of the 
Fleſh and of the Spirit. Through Faich „nich is ia 
him, they are ſaved both from the Guilt and from the 
1 wer of ie, 

5 Firſt from the 8 ailt of all Paſt Sin. For whereas 
0 Mild is guiliy before 60D; inſomuch that ſhould 
he 1 EXIrEME 79 14) 1 205 wt Ae ami/: there is none 

at could F 1 An i whereas by the 7 v 75 ond the 
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yy Faith of FESUS ( Hals $ eva unto all 
4 believe. Now they are jufts u free IR Dy hs races 
through the Redemption that is in 7E US CHRIST. 
Hin GOD hath Jet forth to be a Provitiation through 
Faith in his Bio; To declare his Rib: exuſae's for (or 
by) the Remiſſton 5 of the S ins at - Fl fast. Now hath 
CHRIST taten azway the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us, He hath blotted out the Hand. e Bk 27 that 
Was againſt us, taking it out of the M ay, nailing it ta 
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his Cros, Tyere is therefore u Condennation now, to 
them which b:licie in Cur ISH Jrsvs. 

4. And being ſaved from Guilt, they are ſaved from 
Fear. Not indeed from a filial Fear of cAending ; but 
from al ſervile Fear, from that Fear <vhich bath Tor- 
ment, from Fear of Putiſhment, from Fear of the 
Wrath of Gop; whom they-now-no longer regird as a 
ſevere Maſter, but as an indulgent Father. They have 
rot received again the Spirit if Bon lage; but the Spirit of 
Adoption, her coy thy cry, gba, Father : The Spi it 
1% f alſ bearing Mine; vit their Spirit, that they ara 
ihe Chilarcn of GOD. Th. y are alio faved {rom the 
Fear, thougli nct from the Poilihility of falling away 
from the Grace of Gop, and coming ſhort of the great 
and precious Promiſes: They are ſealed with rhe Hely 
Spirit of Promije, rhich is the Earneſl of their Inheritance 
(Eph. i. 13.) hu; have they Peace guith GOD thromu "12 
our Lord FESUS CHRIST. They rejoice in Hope of the 
Glory of GOD. And the Lade of GOD is ſhed abroad 
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Glory of GOD. And St. John accurdingly declares 


7 
vet only, That Ha Man fi le bath unt funcd, be maketh 
GOD a Liar ; bat allo, Hue Jay we have 2 Sin now 
remaining, eve decelve our/elves. Many Infirmities 
likewiſe do remain, vhereby we are daily ſubject to 
What are called Sins of Infirmity. And doubtleſs they 
are in ſome Senſe Sins, as being Tran/oreffons of the per- 
ed Law : And with regard to theſe, it may be faid of 

, all our Lives, that in many Things we offend all. 
But this notwithſtanding, the ſame Apoſtle declares, 7+ 
know that he was maniſefied, to take away our Sins. 


And in bim is no Sin. Wheoſoever abideth in him, finneth 
"Tn 


TY 


„ WD. . gw W 


#9. . iii. 5, &c.) Again, Little Children, let 29 
Man deci 250 He bat committeth Sin, is 5f the De- 
il. --I7 198. er believeth is born of GOD.--- And whoſo- 
ever is barn o, "COD 3 9 h not commit Sin, for his Seed 
remaincth in him: And he cannot in, beca «Je be is born 
of GOD. CITE more, june that obe ver is born 

of GOD ſerneth not: Bat he that is begotlen of GOD, 
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etbeth Þ 2 and that wicked one toucheth him nt, 


6. He that is by Faith born of Gop, ſinneth not, 1. 
By. any Hahb'tual Sin: For all habitual - in, is Sin 
deigning. But Sin cannot zeign in any that believeth. 
Nor, 2. By any wiltul Sin, for his Will, while he a- 
bideth in the Faith, is utterly ſet againſt all Sin, and ab- 
horreth it as deadly Poiſon. Mor, 3. By any Sinful 
Deftte ; 0 hne co nt mual. * deiner lu the Hoy and Perfect 
Will of G01 3 and at 5 Lend nc to an nholy De- 
ſire, he by tle Grace of Go p, fleth in ue Birth. 
Nor. 4. Doth he fin by Inkrinities, Whether in Act, 
Word or 1 hoaght For his Inurmitiez have no Con- 
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A Deliverance from Guilt and Punitment, by t 

tonement of C1 zisT aCuiliy app!:ed to the Soul of 
tne Sinne r now believing on m, and a Lelieerance 
from the whole Lody or vin toon gh CYRIST 
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ved by Laith, is i::deed bori again. Hei vora again off 
the Spirit unto a new Life, aubich i, hid abi Chrijt in 
COD HT TI Crale:: ON Th e e Qs 
way: Al Th ITS in him are become Now, And a au- 
born Babe he C lat ly receives the (c do incese 44 of” 
the Word, an d gr thereby; Guins on in the Mi % of 
the Lord his GOO, from Faith to Faith, jrom Ui ace to 
Grace, until at length he come unto a ger ect Mau, un- 
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wu The firſt uſual Objection to this is, 

That to preach Salvation or Juſtification by Faith 
* is to preach againſt Holineſs and Good Works. 
T'o which a ſhort Anſwer might be given; It would be 
ſo, if we Take, as ſome do, of a Faith which was ſe— 
parate from theſe. But we ſpealt of a Faith which is 
not ſo, but neceflarily productive of all Good Works 
and all Holineſs. 

2. But it may be of Uſe to conſider it more at large: 
Eſpecially ſince it is no new Objection, but as old as S:. 
Paul's Time; fer even then it was asked, Do wwe not 
make void the Law throuzh Faitbhb? We anſwer, 
all who preach not Faith, d) manifeſtly make void the 
Law); either directly and groſly, by Lim: tions and 
Comments, that cat out all the Spirit of the Text: Or 
indirectly, by not pointing out the only Means s whereby 
It is pollible to perform it. Where s, ſecondly, e 
e/tabliſh the Law; both by ſhewing it its full Extent, and 
Spiritual! Aeaning : And by ng. all to that living 8 
NV whereby the Ri tent ſut, 5 of the Law X17 y be ful. 
Filled in them. I heſe, while they truſt in the Blood ot 
CHRIST — uſe all the Ordinances Which he hatli 
appointed, do all the Go9d Warts which he bad before 

ep. that they, (auld wal therein, and enjoy and ma— 
nifeſt aj] holy and heavenly Tempers, even the ſame 
Alind that was in CHRIST 477 US our Lord. 

3. But does not preaching this Faith lead Men into 
Pride? We anſwer, Accidentally it may. Therefore 
oght every Believer to be ex rneſtly cautioned, (in the 
Words of the Great Apoſtle) Becauſe ot Unbelicf, the 
firft Branches were broken off 3 and thou Randeft by Faith. 
Be not high-minded, but fear. IV GOD pas ed not the 
natural Branches, take ry left he ſpare not Thee. De- 
hold, therefore the Go1anc's and Severity of GOD! Cr 
them Tic þ fell, Se Ver 915 Put towards thee, Gooanels * , 
17 thou continue in his G99, lac V; otherw be thou alſ; 2 a't 
be cut o And while he continues therein, he will re- 
member thoſe Words of St. Paul, foreſecing . and an- 
ſwering this very Objection, (Rom. iii. 27.) Where is 
boaſting then? It is excluded. By what Law? Of 
Works ? Nay; but by the Law of Faith. It a Man 
were Fultified b by his Works, he would have whereof to 
glory, 
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glory. But there is no glorying for him, that worketh 
not, bat betieveth on him that juſtiſeth the Ungodly. 
(Rom. iv.) To the ſame Effect are the Words both pre- 
ceding and following the Text, (Eph. ii. 4, &c. GOD 
uo is rich in Mercy,---even when wwe were dead in Sins, 
hath quicken'd us togethen with CHRIST ( by Grace ye 
ore ſaved ) --- that he mihi ſhew the exceeding Riches 9 
his Crace, in his Kindneſs towards us through CHRIST 
FESUS. For by Grace ye are ſaved through Faith: 
And that not of yxurſelves. Of yourſelves cometh nei- 
ther your Faith nor your Salvation. I zs the Gift of 
GOD, the free, undeſerved Gift, the Faith through 
which ye are ſaved, as well as the Salvation, which he 
of his own good Picaſure, his mere Favour, annexes 
thereto. T'::at ye believe, is one Init..nce of his Grace; 
that belicving ye are ſaved, another. Not of Works, left 
any Man fbould booſt. For all our Works, all cur 
Ughteouinets, Which were before our Believing, merit- 
ed nothing of Gop but Condemnation. So far were 
they from deſerving Faith 3 which therefore, whenever 
given, is not of Works, Neither is Salvation of the 
Works we do when we believe. For zt is then GOD 
that aworketh in us. And therefore, that he giveth us a 
Reward for What he himielf worketh, only commendeth 
the Riches of lis Mercy, but kaveih us nothing waere- 
of to glory. 


cy of Gob, as ſaving or julifying freely by Faith on 
ly, encourage Rlen in Sin? Indeed it may and will; 
many ar continue in Sin that Grace may abound. But 
their Bluod is upon their own Head. The Goodneſs of 
Gop ought to lad them to Repentance ; and fo it 
. il thoſe v/ho are ſincere of Heart. When they know 
there 15 y<t Forgiveneſs with him, ther will cry aloud 
that he would blet out their Sins alſo, through Faith. 
which is in JEsus. And if they earneſtly cry, and 
faint not, if they ſeek him in all the Means he hath ap- 
pointed, it they refuſe to be comforted till he come, he 
*vil/ come and will not tariy. And he can do much 
Work in a ſhort Time. Many are the Examples in the 
Acts of the Apollles, of Gop's ſhedding abroad this 
Faith in Men's Hearts, even like Lightning falling 
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from Heaven. So in the ſame Hour that Paul and Sia, 
began to preach, the Jailor repented, believed, and ws 
baptiz:d :; As were three thouſand by St. Peter on the 
Day of Pentecoſt, who all repented and believed at his 
firſt Preaching, And bleſſed be Gop, there are now 
many living Proofs, that he is ſtiil u 29 /ave. 

5. Vet to the ſame ruth, placed in another View, 
a quite contrary Objection is made: If a Man cannot 
«© be faved by all that he can do, this will drive Men 
** to Deſpair.“ True, to deſpair of being ſaved by their 
own Works, their own Merics or Richteouſncts. And 
ſo it ought; for none can truſt in the Merits of CH. 
till he- has utterly renounced his own. Fe that £9274 a- 


6. But this, it is ſaid, is an uncomfortable Doctrine. 
The Devil ſpoke like himſelf, that is, without either 
Truth or Shame, when he dared to ſuggeit to Men that 
it is ſuch. Tis the only comfortable one, 'tis wery 
full of Comfort, to all ſelf-deſtroy'd, {elf-condemn'd Sin- 
ners. That whoſcever believeth on him ſhall nat be a- 
ſhamed : That the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all 
that call aan him: Here is Comfort, high as E. 
ſtronger than Death! What! Merey for all? For 
Laccheus, a Publick Robber ? Fer Mary Mairdalen, a 
Common Harlot ? Methinks I hear one ſay, Ihen 
even I, may hope for Mercy! And ſo thou mayit, 
thou aflited one, whom none hath comforted ! GOD 
will not caſt out thy Prayer. Nay, perhaps he may 
ſay the next Hour, Be of good Cheer, thy Sins are for- 
given thee ; ſo forgiven that they ſhall reign over thee 
no more; yea, and that the Holy Spirit ſpall bear avit— 
meſs with thy Spirit, that thou art a Child of GOD. O 
glad Tidings! Tidings of great Joy, which are ſent 
unto all People, Hz, every one that thirſteth, come ye 
to the Waters: Come ye and buy without Money, and 
evithout Price. Whatſoever your Sins be, though red, 
like Crimſom, though more than the Hairs of your Head: 
Return ye unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon 
you ; and to our GOD, for he will abundantly e 
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7 When no more Objections occur, 
imply 


not to be preached as the firſt Doctrine, or at lealt 


then we are 
told, 'T hat Juſtification by Faith only, ought 


not to be preached to All. But what faith the Holy 
Ghoit? Other Foundation can no Man lay, than that 
auhich is laid, even JESUS CHRIST. So then, That 
ewhoſoewver believeth on him ſhall be ſaved,” is and mult be 
the Foundation of all our Preaching ; that is, muſt ke 
preached firſt. *©* Well, but not to all.” To whom 
then are we not to preach it ? Whom ſhall we except ? 
The Poor? Nay, they have a peculiar Right to have 
the Goſpel preached unto them. The Unlearned? No. 
Gop hath revealed theie Things unto unlearned and ig- 
norant Men from the Beginning. The Young ? By 
no means. &xfer theſe in any wile, to come unto 
CHRIST, and forbid them not. The Sinners? Leaſt of 
all. Ile came not to call the Rinhicous, but Sinners to Re- 
pentance, Why then, if any, we are to except the 
Rich, the Learned, the Reputable, the Moral Men. 
And 'tis true, they too often except themſelves from 
hearing, ; yet we muſt ſpeak the Words of our Lord. 
For thus the Tenor of our Commiſſion runs, Go and 
preach the Gojpel to every Creature. If any Man wreſt 
it or any Part of it to his Deſtruction, he muſt bear his 
own Burden. But ſtill, as the Lord Hiveth, whatſoever 
the Lord faith unto ugs; That xe will {pea x 

8. At this Jime more eſpecially will we ſpeak, That 
b; race ye are faved thre) Faith Becauſe never was the 
maintaining this Loctrine more ſcaſonable than it is at 
this Dav. Nothing but thiz can effectually prevent the 
Increaſe of the Romi Deluſion among us. is end- 
leſs to attack one by one, all the Errors of that Apoſtate 
Church. But Salvation by Faith ſtrikes at the Root, 
and all fall at once where this is ettabliſhed. It was this 
Doctrine (which our Church juſtly calls zhe frong Rock 
and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion] that ſirſt drove 
Popery out of thcſe Kingdoms, and 'tis this alone can 
keep it out. Nothing but this can give a Check to that 
Immorality, which hath ower/pread cur Land as a Flood. 
Can you empty the great Deep, Dropby Drop ? Then 
you may retorm us, by Diſſuaſives from particular V ices, 
But let the Righteouſne/s which is of GOD by Faith be 
brought in, and ſo ſhall its proud Waves be ſtay's 


ww 
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Nothing but this can ſtop the Mouths of thoſe who 94 
in their Shame, and openty deny the Lord that bought them. 
'Fhey can talk as ſublimely of the Law, as he that hath 
it written by Gop in his Heart. To hear them ſpeak on 
this Head, might incline one to think, they were not 
far from the Kingdom of Gop. But take them out of 
the Law into the Goſpel ; begin with the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, with CHRIST, the End of the Law to every 
one that believeth: And thoſe who but now appeared al- 
moſt, if not altogether Chriſtians, ſtand confeſt the Sons 
of Perdition ; as far from Life and Salvation (Gop be 
merciful unto them !) as the Depth of Hell trom the 
Heighth of Heaven. 

9. For this Reaſon the Adverſary ſo rages, whenever 
Salvation by Faith is declared to the World. For this 
Reaſon did he ſtir up Earth and Hell, to deſtroy thoſe 
who firſt preached it. And for the ſame Reaſon, 
knowing that Faith alone could overturn the Foundations 
of his Kingdom, did he call forth all his Force, and 
employ all his Arts of Lies and Calumny, to affright 
that glorious Champion of the Lord of Hoſts, Martin 
Enther, from reviving it. Nor can we wonder thereat, 
For as that Man of Gop obſerves. How <vould it in- 
rage a proud ſlrong Man arm'd, to be fioft and ſet at 
zought by a little Child, coming againſt him with à Reed 
in his Hand? Eſpecaally, when he knew that Little 
Child would ſurely overthrow him, and tread kim under 
Foot. Ewen ſo, Lord FESU ! Thus hath thy Strength 
been ever mad? fer/ee? in Weakneſs! Go forth then, 
thou little ChHid, that believeſt ia him, and Lis right 
Hend ſhall teach thee terrible Things! Though thou art 
helpleſs and weak as an Infant of Days, the ſtrong 
Man ſhall not be able to ſtand before thee. I hou ſhalt 
prevail over him, and ſubdue him, and overthrow him, 
and trample him under thy Fect. Thou ſhalt march 
on under the great Captain of thy Salvation, conguermmg 
and to conguer, until all thine Enemies are deltroyed, 
and Death is frwallowed up in Vidtory. ; 

Now Thanks be to Gop which giveth us the Victo- 
ry through cur Lord IESHS CHRIS, to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be Bleſſing and Gloty, 
and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and 
aer and Might, fox ever and ever. Ann. 
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